
Odes 

Lit. Device: Hyperbole 



Literary Devices: Hyperbole 

 Hyperbole:  an exaggeration of ideas for the sake of emphasis.  
An unreal exaggeration to emphasize the real situation.  It’s all 
about an overstatement.  

 Examples: 

 “Neptune’s ocean wash this blood 
Clean from my hand? No. This my hand will rather 
The multitudinous seas incarnadine, 
Making the green one red.” (Macbeth) 

 I’ll love you, dear, I’ll love you 
Till China and Africa meet, 
And the river jumps over the mountain 
And the salmon sing in the street, 
I’ll love you till the ocean 
Is folded and hung up to dry (W.H. Auden “As I Walked one Evening) 



What is an Ode? 

 An ode is a poem that is a formal address to 
an event, person, place, item, or even 
something more abstract (like an idea or 
feeling).  
 In their earliest form, they were used to praise 

and celebrate the ode’s chosen subject.  
 These odes praised a topic through a description 

of details and feelings…and a hint of exaggeration 
for effect. 

 Remember: odes directly address the subject 
of the poem. 



Ode to Watermelon  
I bite into you 

and relish the burst of wild flavor 

I haven’t tasted all winter. 

Your sweet juice 

floods my mouth— 

buries my tongue 

in fresh pinkish flesh. 

I swallow your cold fruitiness 

and my taste buds smile 

with excitement. 

Oh, watermelon, 

the scent of June wind 

mixed with the heat of August sun 

washes over me 

as I take another bite 

of summer. 



Ode on Intimations of Immortality from 

Recollections of Early Childhood 

There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream, 

The earth, and every common sight 

                 To me did seem 

            Apparelled in celestial light, 

The glory and the freshness of a dream. 

It is not now as it hath been of yore;-- 

             Turn wheresoe'er I may, 

              By night or day, 

The things which I have seen I now can see no more. 

 By William Wordsworth 



An example from the “Book of Noyce” 

 Ode to Mountain Dew 

Ode to Mountain Dew.pdf


Picking a topic: 

 Get emotional: What makes you 

emotional? What person, place, thing, or 

idea are you deeply connected to?  

 Remember that an ode is focused on the 

many nuances of a single thing so be sure 

whatever you pick is something you feel 

strongly about.  

 Keeping these ideas in mind, make a list of 

potential topics. 



Pick two topics from this list 

 Do our traditional “T-Chart” 



Planning 

 List everything that comes to mind when you think of 

this topic. 

 When someone brings it up, how do you react? What 

do you feel? Say? Do? 

 Create a list of words that describe and/or mean the 

same thing as your topic. (5 senses are helpful here) 

 List verbs associated with this topic (What does this 

thing do?) 

 List things what you can compare your subject to. 

 What personal experiences have you had with your 

selected topic?  



Writing: 

 Write an ode based on at least one of your chosen topics. 

 It should be long enough to truly convey the awesomeness of your 

subject. 

 That should take at least 14 lines. 

 Work in the following literary devices at least once: 

 Alliteration 

 Hyperbole 

 If you finish early, pick another topic and write another ode. 

 You could try a different approach. Throughout the years, sometimes 

poets would write odes that still addressed a person, place, item, or 

idea (with lots of description and emotion and hyperbole) but not with 

praise—perhaps with the opposite of praise or perhaps with an 

important point the poet wanted to make about the chosen subject.  


